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By BRENDA CLEEVE
HRISTMAS decorations can be quite an expensive item and could place extra strain
C
on an already over-taxed budget, but some attractive novelties can be made very
cheaply by anyone willing to devote a little time and trouble.
Pine-cones, gum-nuts, banksia nuts and
other types of bush vegetation plus a small
quantity of plaster-of-paris or patching
plaster can be combined with odds and
ends of ribbon, holly leaves, candles, miniature dolls, etc., to produce delightful
effects.
PREPARATION
Wash the cones or n u t s in hot water to
remove mud and dust. Trim off any
unsightly portions, then rinse in fresh
water and stack to dry with the tops
downward to facilitate draining.

When i.ry, attach a loop of twine or
string to the base of each cone to give
added support when they are set in plaster.
TIPPING
To simulate snow, the tips of the cones
may be coated with a thin solution of
plaster—or a similar effect may be
obtained with white paint in which case
a matt-finish paint is preferable.
If plaster is used, it should be mixed to
the consistency of thick cream in an old
plate so t h a t there is about a half-inch
depth of plaster. Hold the cone by the

Three pine-cones, some Imitation holly leaves and a
ribbon bow are used in this
attractive table decoration
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Now take each cone separately and push
the wire or string loop into the plaster
then pack the base with more plaster so
that it stands firmly in position. When
the main items are in position, tidy up
the plaster neatly to give a pleasing shape.
Bows of ribbon or cellophane may be
attached by pins pushed into the plaster
while it is still damp but not wet enough
to stain the material.
Candles, dolls, etc., may be pressed into
the plaster while it is still soft. Suitable
twigs may be coated with plaster and
adorned with paper flowers, leaves or
strips of tinsel. Small models of pine-trees
can be cut out in cardboard or wood and
the little china figures obtained cheaply
at chain stores can be used to good effect.
Put each group aside until the plaster
has dried and hardened, then, if necessary,
touches of colour may be applied using
quick-drying enamels.
Attractive wall-plaques, hanging ornaments, or decorations for the table or
mantlepiece may be made in this manner
and you will get much satisfaction from
exercising your creative powers and giving
full rein to your imagination.
Two pine-cones, a holly spray and a coloured candle

ends and rotate it in the plaster till the
tips are suitably coated. Paint can be
applied in a similar manner or a brush
may be used.
While the plaster or paint is still tacky,
it may be sprinkled with tinsel "glitter"
material for added effect.
The treated cones should be hung on a
wire or clothes-line by pegging the loops,
and should be left until thoroughly dry.
ASSEMBLING
Make a few trial groupings of the
treated materials before commencing to
assemble them. Various types of Christmas
decorations can be used, including
coloured ribbons, cellophane, holly-leaves,
small fairy dolls or Father Christmas
figures. Coloured candles lend themselves
to some attractive groupings.
Having decided upon a suitable design,
mark out the base on cardboard or thick
paper and cut to shape. Prepare a stiff
plaster mixture and spread it about i in.
thick over the base. It need not be put
on smoothly—a rough finish is quite
attractive.
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DEEP TILLAGE
Do subsoiling or deep ploughing
with a minimum of slippage. Get
into the field when other machines
can't. Operate your tractor through
slippery or soft spots. The D2
handles one or two subsoilers penetrating 20 in. to 24 in. deep.

SEE THE EXTRA JOBS
you can do with a

CAT D 2 TRACTOR
A Caterpillar D2 Tractor handles the ordinary farm jobs with ease and
economy—ploughing, disking, seedbed preparation, harvesting. And when
these jobs get tougher than ordinary, you begin to see a big difference
between a Cat Diesel Tractor and ordinary tractors. But its the toughest
jobs where you see the D2 prove itself. For example . . .

BULLDOZING
Build dams and farm ponds
for water control, livestock
watering, irrigation or pleasure. Fill in gullies and level
Dff hills to improve machinery
operation.

PULL BIG LOADS

CLEAR LAND
Increase your acres of tillable land,
improve your range land by pushing out stumps, trees, brush.

Pull larger equipment or several
implements at once. Move trees,
buildings or rocks. See us for all
the facts!

CATERPILLAR
Registered Trade Mark

WIGMORES TRACTORS PTY. LTD.
GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY, GUILDFORD

PHONE 79 1651

Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers
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Ames
make
Systems
for
every
Irrigation
Need

Ames Low Prices
IS

NOT

THE

ONLY

AMES

REASON

FOR

CONSIDERING

Engineered

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

There is far more in an irrigation system than its cost

IlliV AMES
ONLY AMES

Offers a complete
Accessories.

range

of

Valves

and

Offers a Foot Valve, guaranteed to hold water
i n horizontal, vertical a n d angular positions.

Before buying a n Irrigation System ASK THESE QUESTIONS:
Does Coupler lock and seal autoDoes Coupler allow over 20 degrees
matically?
of flexibility?
Will Coupler take highest pressures
Is Coupling and Uncoupling done
with wide safety margin to withfrom standing position?
stand water hammer, surges, etc.?
Is Coupler free from hooks and
Is Coupler permanently attached to
pipe to avoid slipping and leaking?
gadgets?
Can
the same Coupler be used for
Are both ends of pipe protected with
hand and mechanical move operaprecision-formed steel couplers?
tion?
1 he heart ofANY Irrigation System is the COUPLER and to all the above
questions i t s YES when you are discussing AMES—World's Finest Irrigation
Systems
and the LOW PRICES will surprise you

SANDOVERS

Irrigation Engineers—invite your inquiries. Plans
prepared and Estimates given entirely FREE.
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